Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #7 


October 15, 2019 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
"REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES". 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will 
continue to report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 most common die marriages (started August, 2019 on a monthly basis). 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages 


4. Plan to have a 2nd Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census by November, 2021 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


In the First Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census reported in November, 2018 in the John 
Reich Journal, 15th place reported 9 different die marriages. Since 38 of the 56 known 
die marriages are common and seen often on ebay and in many of the coin auction firms, 
I decided to help collectors identify them with a 38 monthly series. 


Last month, in Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #6, I presented photos and 
information on the 1837 GR-5 die marriage. Originally, I had planned to start with the 
1837 GR-2 die marriage. However, after a Preliminary Study of (216) 1837 Reeded 
Edge Halves listed on ebay in early September, 2019, the following results were 
obtained: 


Die Marriage Number Found 
1837 GR-2 2 
1837 GR-3 5 
1837 GR-4 0 
1837 GR-5 6 


Since all 4 of the above die marriages use the same obverse die (Obverse 2 in Graham's 
Book), I felt it would be more beneficial for collectors to search for the 1837 GR-5 die 
marriage first, as all collectors should be able to find this die marriage in a short period of 
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time. The main characteristic of Obverse 2 is that the 3 and 7 in the date are extremely 
close to each other, you will see this in the obverse photo of 1837 GR-2. 


1837 GR-2 


1837 GR-2, JR-12 is the first use of Obverse 2 in Dick Graham's Book. This die was 
also used to make the 1837 GR-3, GR-4 and GR-5 die marriages. Dick Graham lists the 
following census for 1837 GR-2: 65, 65, 63, 63, 61, 58, 55 and 53. In my Reeded Edge 
Census reported in the J R Journal in November, 2018 I had: 55, 45, 45, 45, 45, 45, 45, 
45 and 12 by JRCS and Bust Half Nut members. 





1837 GR-2, JR-12 Raw VF30 EDS Obverse 


Again, the reader should note how close the 3 and 7 are at the top. No other obverse die 
has the 3 and 7 this close. 1837 GR-2 is rated R-3 (201 to 500 known) therefore it will 
be slightly harder to find than the previously reported 1837 GR-5 that is rated R-1 (over 
1,000 known). 





1837 GR-2, JR-12 Raw VF30 EDS Reverse 


This reverse is easily identified by the large indented circle in the upper portion of the 
reverse shield. Although a prime reverse may exist, Dick Graham says the earliest he 
has seen is an example with the thinnest crack at D1 to S1. The above coin appears to be 
an Early Die Stage (EDS) with it's most significant die crack starting at the S in CENTS 
and going through the tips of the arrows and ending at the 2nd A in AMERICA. 


On the following pages, you will see further progressions of die breaks, ending with a 
large cud over D1 to S1, the largest that I have seen appears in Dick Graham's Book on 
page 49 where it fills the entire gap above D1 to S1, to the rim, and continues to fill the 
gap to about the center of T2. 
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1837 GR-2, JR-12 Raw VF30 (with hairlines) MDS Reverse 


The die break continues to expand from A3 in AMERICA to about the middle of the M 
where in travels in the field to the E in STATES and from there to the left leg of A (see 
the above photo). From there it appears to go up to the top of T2 and continues further 
to the rim above D1. 
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1837 GR-2, JR-12 ANACS AUS50 Cleaned with Early Cud Blown up 





1837 GR-2, JR-12 NNC MS60 Reverse with Later Cud Blown Up 


The reader should be able to see that the Later Cud is covering more of the D and the S 
than the Early Cud shown above and that the Later Cud also now has a die break going 
from the bottom of the D to the left wing. 
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1837 GR-2 JR-12 NNC MS60 VLDS Reverse 





Blow Up of Circle in Shield 
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The top photo on Page 6 shows the reverse of 1837 GR-2, JR-12 NNC (National 
Numismatic Certification) MS-60 VLDS. You might notice several additional die cracks 
including one that starts at the rim, through the left wing tip and continues through the 
top leaves to the left claw. There is a branch that travels up through the shield and wing 
and joins an earlier crack under R. Another crack starts at the rim above S2 and goes 
through O and joins the earlier crack in the field below S OF AM. 


The Blow Up of Circle in Shield on Page 6 is self explanatory. 


Next month (November 15th) I will feature the 2nd use of Obverse 2 in the 1837 GR-3 
die marriage. 


Collectors Commentary 


At the August 15th Bust Half Nut Club meeting at the World's Fair of Money in 
Rosemont, IL, Dr. Charles Link mentioned that he thought the 1837 GR-7 (Inverted G 
die marriage) and 1837 GR-2 (he called it "Bullet in the Back") die marriage should be 
listed in the Red Book. 


Near the end of September, 2019, I prepared a document "Proposed Red Book Additions 
for Reeded Edge Half Dollars" that I emailed to David Bowers (Research Editor) and 
copied to Jeff Garrett (Senior Editor) that included photos and pricing for the following: 


1. 1837 GR-2 (I called it "Shot in the Back") 
2. 1837 GR-7 (Inverted G) 
3. 1838 GR-5 (Early Sunrise) 


David Bowers copied my proposal to Dennis Tucker, Kenneth Bressett and Diana 
Plattner and replied in a very polite manner that AT PRESENT the 1836-1839 varieties 
are not of wide enough interest to include in the Guide Book or Mega Red. He also 
explained that the guidelines have been across the board to include varieties that are of 
wide interest. He mentioned that some dollar varieties may be deleted. He also said that 
Whitman has had great pressure from the VAM Morgan Dollars for which they are 
resisting. 


David thought that JRCS members and others should simply acquire specialty books. 
The problem with "Specialty Books" is that they are seldom produced in great numbers. 
For example, Jules Reiver only printed about 125 to 150 copies of his VIM on Reeded 
Edge Halves and Dick Graham in 2 printings only produced 425 copies of his book. 


I was lucky enough to have 4 Capped Bust Dime die varieties added to the 2012 Red 
Book, but am extremely disappointed that Whitman isn't adding additional Reeded Edge 
Halves. We did have some further discussion on the mintage of 1836 Reeded Edge 
Halves as far as possibly increasing it from 1,200 to 4,000 or more. 
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Additional Commentary 


John Torres reports that he recently acquired an 1839-O GR-5 in PCGS AUS55. I believe 
itis the 2nd finest known. Thank you for reporting it, John. This die marriage is rated R- 
4+ (81 to 120 known). I have it listed as the 11th rarest on my list of the Top 18 rarest. 


NOTE: 


From conversations that I heard at the Bust Half Nut meeting last August, a PCGS XF40 
specimen of the extremely rare 1839 GR-1 (Small Letters Reverse) will be auctioned 
through Stack's Bowers on approximately November 6, 2019. As far as I can tell, the 
auction will open for bidding approximately October 23, 2019. This is the 12th known. 
The last time a specimen of 1839 GR-1 was auctioned was in a Heritage Auction in 
February, 2018 when a PCGS G4 specimen sold for $17,400.00. 


Again, if you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half Dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please send them to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes it's J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from these articles, such 
as New Discoveries, Census Information on all early silver issues, mint processes, die 
stage information and more. Membership is $25 per year. Anyone interested may 
contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net. 


